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	1.
	Welcome and Introductions

	
	

	
	Debbie Bailey, Chair of the WCC Parish Council, introduced the Mayor and other members of the panel involved in the Bedford Borough Partnership Board and the Sustainable Community Plan pilot scheme.

	
	

	2.
	Dave Hodgson, Mayor of Bedford, gave a short address explaining that this was an opportunity for local people to say what they would like to see in the parish. It was a new initiative and if it was successful it would be rolled out across the whole of the East of England.

	
	

	
	He explained that “Sustainable Community” was about people coming together to say how their quality of life could be improved and express their opinions as to what should happen in Bedfordshire.  Based on the views gained at local level, the Community Plan will be formulated.

	
	

	
	It is anticipated that the issues will be identified within six months and the Mayor intends to return to hear the views of local people during the entire process.  He stressed that the issues will not be shelved but will be followed up by David Brewer.

	
	

	3.
	Martin Yemm, Chair of the Parish Plan committee, presented reports from the four working sub-groups, i.e. Environment, Road Safety, Youth and Communications.  

	
	

	
	He explained that the BRCC were assisting in the refreshing of the WCC Parish Plan in 2010 and providing guidance and support in the formulation of a questionnaire to be distributed throughout the parish.

	
	


	4.
	Tom Wootton, Ward Councillor, addressed the meeting and gave an overview of problem areas and issues of concern within the parish.

	
	

	
	He highlighted the increase in the number of burglaries and incidents of vandalism in the villages, traffic congestion at the Black Cat roundabout and the inconsistency of planning decisions particularly in Wyboston compared with other areas.

	
	

	5.
	Question Time

	
	

	
	Geoffrey Woodman then asked if any residents had questions for the panel.

	
	

	
	Susie Woodman brought the panel’s attention to the fact that no local newspapers are delivered in the parish.  She had made direct contact with the newspaper offices but to no avail.  The Mayor responded by saying he had no authority or control over the distribution of local newspapers but he agreed to speak to the editor of the Beds on Sunday and request that a quantity of papers be delivered to this area.  He also mentioned the Bedford News which he believed would be delivered to 98% of residents in Bedfordshire and he suggested that planning issues should be available on the website.

	
	

	
	Nigel Willoughby raised the matter of planning and expressed the view that decisions appear to be taken with little regard for the opinion of the residents of the parish.  The planners did not appreciate that this is a rural environment.  The Mayor responded by pointing out that he had no authority to interfere in two areas, Personnel and Planning.  However, he accepted that inconsistencies in planning decisions were a problem and it was important that the local community receive notice of planning applications. 

	
	

	
	Russ Brown mentioned the anomalies with broadband across the parish and he outlined the investigations he had carried out in an attempt to improve the situation.  

	
	

	
	A parishioner also mentioned the problem of HGV vehicles through the villages.  The Mayor said that a plan was being put together which would deal with the movement of HGV vehicles across the county.  He favoured a holistic approach to HGV traffic throughout the region rather than banning heavy lorries from specific villages.

	
	

	
	He also felt that the local police force should be included in any discussions as it was important that weight and speed limits were enforced. 

	
	

	
	GW advised the meeting that Simon Deards, Senior Network Policy Officer, was organising a freight strategy which would provide an integrated approach for urban and rural areas.  He asked the Mayor about the timescale for this exercise and the Mayor responded by saying he believed it would be completed in six months but he would confirm this to GW.

	
	

	
	The concrete works in Wilden were discussed and the fact that the Commissioners who are responsible for licences for businesses using HGVs are based in Leeds.  However the responsibility for highway maintenance lies with the local authority.   

	
	


	
	Nigel Willoughby mentioned the potholes which have been repaired but now need further attention due to heavy lorries using the local roads. Dave Hodgson responded by saying that Amey are now using a sealant on the edges of pothole repairs which it is hoped will help with this problem.

	
	

	
	The Mayor then went on to deal with the matter of road repair and said that the Council were repairing approximately 800 potholes per week.  Some require temporary repair because they are a health and safety risk and these have a white ‘T’ mark.  Where the pothole requires major repair, the road has to be closed which requires an order and therefore cannot be carried out immediately.  If the pothole is on a bus route then the bus needs to be diverted while the repair work is done. 

	
	

	
	GW mentioned that following the fire at Giddings yard at Colesden, a notice has now been posted prohibiting large vehicles parking on the road. He felt this was a positive result for the community.

	
	

	6.
	Next Steps

	
	

	
	Jon Boswell of the BRCC was then invited to speak.  He said that the Parish Plan pilot scheme was an interesting initiative as it has not been done before and he asked for volunteers to take part in the formulation of the parish plan.

	
	

	
	He mentioned the RAVE bus for young people which will be at the Wyboston Village Hall on 6 May.  This would provide an opportunity for young people to say what they would like to see and then a questionnaire will be put together.

	
	

	
	All the Services need to hear what people regard as important and he hoped that there would be a good response rate and that as many people as possible in the community would get involved.  There were seven themes which form part of the priority action areas which were shown on the boards at the back of the hall and residents were asked to give their views.  

	
	

	
	An Action Planning Workshop would then take place, where service providers including the Police, Youth Services, Partnership Board will all be engaged.  There will then be an Action Plan which will come back to the community to see if that is what they want and finally the plan will be adopted.

	
	

	
	The Partnership Board and the WCC Parish Plan Committee will then have joint ownership and responsibility for carrying out the plan.

	
	

	
	The meeting concluded at 8.40 pm.

Refreshments were then served and a general discussion took place between the members of the panel and the residents of the parish.
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