
NOTES OF ENVIRONMENTAL MEETING
held on 23 February 2010


Those Present:

Geoff Woodman
(Chairman)






Martin Yemm






Anne Yemm





Jane Hewlett






Roy Brown






Pat Brown

Apologies were received from Nigel Willoughby, Debbie Bailey and Cathy Hau.

	
	
	ACTION

	
	
	

	1.
	Minutes of the last meeting
	

	
	
	

	 
	The minutes of the last meeting held on 10 November 2009 had been circulated and were agreed as an accurate record.  
	 

	
	
	

	2.
	Footpaths and Bridleways - update
	

	
	 
	

	
	· FP A11E runs through Milton Park by Teresa Day’s property:  JH and CH had walked this footpath and apart from a section being overgrown, recommended that a sign be erected where the path runs through Brookdale’s property.    
	


	
	 
	

	
	· FPA9 was discussed which leaves our area of responsibility when it passes under the A1 bypass and leads to the Eaton Socon industrial estate. It was agreed that the footpath should be walked, coming from the direction of B&Q. 
	JH

CH

	
	
	

	
	· GW mentioned the footpath which runs through Colmworth Wood which was very overgrown and effectively stops once it reaches our parish boundary.  
	

	
	
	

	
	· The issue was raised as to what action should be taken regarding footpath signs which seem obsolete from lack of usage and particularly those which cross private property.
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed that any reports and recommendations regarding footpaths be passed to RPB to enable a “to do” list to be compiled for discussion at the next E-Meeting.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Siting of footpath and bridleway maps
	

	
	
	

	
	At the Parish Council Meeting held on 2 November 2009, the Parish Council accepted the Environment Group recommendation that an official map of the footpaths and bridleways be sited at Bell Farm in Colesden and the bus shelter at Chawston crossroads.  These would be in addition to the existing map at the Wyboston Village Hall.
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed that the Clerk be asked at the next PC meeting when these boards are due for delivery and installation.
	

	
	
	


	
	
	ACTION

	3.
	Land for Ball Games
	 

	
	
	

	
	We understand that there have been some recent land sales and purchases around the Village Hall and we would like to approach our Ward Councillor, Tom Wootton, to see if there could be a facility for the young people to have an area made available for them to have ball games.
	 

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed that the sisters who own land adjacent to the Village Hall be approached again.
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed that enquiries would be made as to the ownership of the play area beside the Village Hall.
	

	
	
	

	4.
	Street Champions 
	 

	
	 
	 

	
	GW commended the principle of Street Champions and following Cathy Hau’s initiative in becoming a Street Champion in Wyboston, it was agreed that we encourage others to do similarly. To this end, it was suggested that an article be put in the Wavelength.
The subject of Street Champions should also be included in the Parish Plan questionnaire.  
	GW

MY

	
	 
	

	5.
	Litter Pick Programme
	

	
	
	

	
	The next Litter Pick for Colesden and Chawston has been organised for 10.00 am on Saturday 10 April 2010 and MY confirmed that the equipment could be left at Ley Farm.
The next Litter Pick in Wyboston will take place at 10.00 am on Sunday 11 April and the equipment will be left at the Wyboston Village Hall on Friday 9 April 2010.
	GW

GW

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed that another, more prominent, appeal in the Wavelength was required, in an attempt to encourage more parishioners to take part in the litter picks.
	DB

	
	
	

	
	Hedge and tree cutting
	

	
	The E-Group discussed the large amount of hedge cutting which has taken place at Bell Farm and also on the Staploe Road junction.  In some cases, the debris has been left and not cleared away.
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Bulb Planting Review
	

	 
	 
	

	
	Approx. 1,000 bulbs were planted around the parish in September 2009 and although they may not flower in Spring 2010 they should flower in subsequent years. 
Debbie O’Regan would appreciate receiving photographs when the bulbs do flower to illustrate the success of the Pride in Bedford initiative. 
	NW

	
	
	


	
	Brook beside the Wyboston Parish Hall
	

	
	
	

	
	JH mentioned the brook next to the Parish Hall and both JH and CH would investigate the clearing of the overgrown vegetation and rubbish once the weather improves.

It was agreed that this would be an ideal area for bulb planting and Debbie O’Regan would be approached for a further supply of bulbs.
	JH

CH

GW

	
	
	

	7.
	Calor Village of the Year – Update
	 

	
	
	 

	
	MY reported that Calor have withdrawn the village of the year competition and have decided to spend their budget on environmental areas.
	

	
	 
	 

	8.
	Village Plan 2010/2011 – Environmental Issues
	

	
	
	 

	
	Street Lighting
	

	
	The subject of street lighting was discussed and the possibility of turning them off at night.
	

	
	It was agreed that a question on this issue could be included in the Parish Plan questionnaire. 
	GW/MY

	
	
	

	
	Worship
	 

	
	The needs of parishioners for worship was discussed and it was agreed that a section of the Parish Plan questionnaire should relate to the spiritual needs of parishioners. 
	GW
MY

	
	
	

	9.
	Date of Next Meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	The next meeting will be held at 10.30 am on Tuesday 15 June 2010 at 3 New Farm Cottages.
	ALL
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