
NOTES OF ENVIRONMENTAL MEETING
held on 10 November 2009


Those Present:

Geoff Woodman
(Chairman)






Martin Yemm






Ann Yemm






Cathy Hau






Jane Hewlett






Roy Brown






Pat Brown

Apologies were received from Nigel Willoughby and Debbie Bailey.

The Chairman welcomed Cathy Hau and Jane Hewlett to the Environment Group.
	
	
	ACTION

	
	
	

	1.
	Minutes of the last meeting
	

	
	
	

	 
	The minutes of the last meeting held on 16 June 2009 had been circulated and were agreed as an accurate record. 
It was agreed that MY will send an e-mail to Russ Brown asking him to put the following minutes on to the website:

· Environment Meetings held on 17 March,16 June and 10 November 2009

· Road Safety Group Meetings held on 27 January,  2 June and 27 October 2009 

PB to e-mail these documents to Russ.
	MY

PB

	
	
	

	
	Matters arising from previous minutes
	

	
	
	

	
	Land for orchards
	 

	
	
	

	
	GW reported that no response had been received from land owners to the article in the Wavelength, however, it was agreed to advertise again in the WL in Spring 2010. 
	GW

	
	
	

	
	Recycling station
	

	
	
	

	
	The Village Hall Committee do not consider a recycling station is appropriate for the Village Hall car parking area.
	

	
	
	

	
	Land for a ball games area for youngsters
	

	
	
	

	
	The need for a grassed area for children to have ball games was discussed and a section of the play area beside the Village Hall was considered suitable for this purpose.  It was agreed that the matter would be raised at the next Parish Council meeting on 4 January 2010.
	GW

	
	It was agreed that there should be a section in the next Parish Plan questionnaire regarding the needs of youngsters in the parish.
	


	
	
	 ACTION

	2.
	Footpaths and Bridleways - update
	

	
	 
	

	
	RPB reported that no progress has yet been made on (a) Footpath 11E which goes through Teresa Day’s property and (b) the footpath affected by the bypass.

It was agreed that the need to walk all the footpaths and bridleways in the parish is an on-going requirement, particularly those in Wyboston.  CH and JH have agreed to check on the Wyboston footpaths and bridleways and report to the E-Group regarding any missing or damaged signs, etc.  
	RPB

CH

JH

	
	 
	

	
	Siting of footpath and bridleway maps
	

	
	
	

	
	At the last Parish Council Meeting held on 2 November 2009, the Parish Council accepted the E-Group recommendation that an official map of the footpaths and bridleways be sited at Bell Farm in Colesden and Chawston crossroads.  These would be in addition to the existing map at the Wyboston Village Hall.
	

	
	
	

	3.
	Nature Reserve update
	 

	
	
	

	
	The current position is as follows:

· Wyboston Lakes will not support access to the Nature Reserve as they have been granted planning permission for a holiday village on adjacent land.


· Land owners have objected to the proposed footpath to the Nature Reserve from the A1.

It was agreed that PB would find out the name of the Environment Portfolio holder at the Borough to enable the E-Group to make contact on this issue.
	PB

	
	
	

	4.
	Street Champions 
	 

	
	 
	 

	
	CH has volunteered to be a “Street Champion” and has received information from the Borough regarding contact numbers for a wide range of environmental issues.

In her new role as Street Champion for Wyboston, CH will be attending a meeting in Bedford on 25 November 2009.
	CH

	
	 
	

	5.
	Litter Pick Programme
	

	
	
	

	
	The next Litter Pick for Colesden and Chawston will take place on Saturday 10 April 2010 and MY confirmed that the equipment could be left at Ley Farm.
The next Litter Pick in Wyboston will take place on Sunday 11 April and the equipment will be left at the Wyboston Village Hall on Friday 9 April 2010.
	GW

CH

	
	
	


	
	
	ACTION

	
	Brook beside the Wyboston Parish Hall
	

	
	
	

	
	JH raised the subject of the brook next to the Parish Hall and suggested it could be a pleasant area for bulb planting if the overgrown vegetation and rubbish were cleared. It was agreed that JH and CH would contact Debbie O’Regan to discuss the matter.
	JH/CH

	
	
	

	6.
	Bulb Planting update
	

	 
	 
	

	
	GW reported that over 1,000 bulbs were planted around the parish in September and although they may not flower in Spring 2010 they should flower in subsequent years. Debbie O’Regan would appreciate receiving photographs when the bulbs do flower to illustrate the success of the Pride in Bedford initiative. 
	

	
	
	

	7.
	Calor Village of the Year – 2010 plans
	 

	
	
	 

	
	The Parish Council have decided to enter the competition in 2010 and have a contingency in the budget for the following:

· Refurbishment of bus shelters, seats and benches
· Water hydrants to be painted in black and gold

· Display stands in the Parish Hall

· Newcomers’ Booklet

The date for the judging is not yet known.
	

	 
	 
	

	
	Homewatch 
	 

	
	
	

	
	 MY mentioned Homewatch and the need for a volunteer to take up the role of Co-Ordinator.
It was agreed that GW and MY would discuss the matter with John Holdaway as to what is involved. 
	GW

MY

	
	 
	

	
	It was agreed that questions relating to Homewatch would be included in the Parish Plan questionnaire.
	GW
MY

	
	 
	 

	8.
	Where Next?
	

	
	
	 

	
	It was agreed that the E-Group would meet every four months and the Group’s “mission statement” would be to endeavour to improve our parish environment generally.
	

	
	
	

	
	Milton Park
	

	
	
	

	
	JH reported that residents of Milton Park, with their carers, have been seen walking in the road in Wyboston after dark without high visibility arm bands or jackets.  It was agreed that this matter would be reported to the Milton Park Liaison Group of the Parish Council in order that it can be brought to the attention of Milton Park as a matter of urgency.
	GW

DB

	
	 
	


	
	
	ACTION

	
	Parish Plan Meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	The next Parish Plan Meeting will take place at the Wyboston Village Hall at 7.30 pm on Thursday 4 February 2010.
	

	
	
	

	9.
	Date of Next Meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	The next meeting will be held at 10.30 am on Tuesday 23 February 2010 at 3 New Farm Cottages.
	ALL
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